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largely used "by Brahmans and others, and for farm work and
agricultural labour; but never, of course, for slaughter.

Buffaloes, powerful bat sluggish creatures, almost amphi-
bious in their habits, are of great service in ploughing the
mud of the rice-fields. Their milk is made into the native
butter or "ghee" which forms a kind of substitute for flesh-
meat to those whose religious prejudices forbid their eating
such. Sheep do not thrive in Travancore; while goats, on
the contrary, do. The flesh of both is used by the middle
classes of natives. They are sold at about eight shillings
each. Common poultry are reared m great numbers for their
eggs and flesh, which the people say is " good for medicine,"
and on this point all will agree with them; for the very best
" medicine " one could recommend to a poor ill-fed native
would be a fowl nicely boiled or roasted. They are sold
at the rate of sixpence to a shilling each, but are diminu-
tive and badly fed.

For horses the climate is unfavourable; these animals are
therefore very rare. Even Europeans usually keep the hand-
some and docile Pegu ponies, as large horses often become
weak in the loins in consequence of the humid climate and
unwholesome winds of the Western coast. Donkeys are
kept chiefly by lime-burners and washermen. Itfor do
superior specimens of the dog readily increase in India; but
the native <c pariah dog," a wretched, ugly, annoying brute,
abounds in every village.